It is a well-known fact that during pregnancy women are often subject to more or less annoyance and discomfort from their teeth. This disturbance may vary in degree, from a slight uneasiness?a mere consciousness on the part of the individual of the presence of teeth in her mouth?to the severest form of odontalgia, involving several teeth. The frequent occurrence of rapid and extensive destruction of tooth-structure during pregnancy is so well recognized that it would be useless to multiply examples; one case will serve to illustrate.
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Mrs. J. presented herself for examination of her teeth. She gave the following history. Up to the time of her marriage the teeth had been of good quality, rarely requiring the services of a dentist. During the three years following marriage she gave birth to two children; she also suffered much from toothache, and had two of her teeth extracted. After the birth of her second child she placed herself under the care of a dentist in a neighboring city, who put her mouth in order; he being a thorough and conscientious operator, the work was well ^one. As to the cause of this degeneration of tooth structure during pregnancy, there is little reason to doubt the accepted explanation that an excessive demand is made upon the system of the mother for the lime-salts necessary to the formation of the osseous structures of the foetus, and the teeth of, the mother suffer, along with her osseous system, in meeting this demand when the supply of lime salts is not sufficiently kept up in the mother's food.
We believe that much can be done to avert this wholesale destruction of the teeth, the loss of which entails so much disfigurement and physical suffering. If Another point which I have noted is that this fondness for lime is displayed on the part of the female more than on that of the male; hens will quarrel for the possession of an empty egg-shell, and the cock will look on without interest while they devour it greedily. As the sphere of the dentist to day is limited in a great measure to the repair of injuries already sustained by the teeth, we must look to the members of the medical profession to aid ue in answering the question. How much in the way of preventing the decay and loss of the teeth from pregnancy can be accomplished by supplying to the system all the lime it needs during the gestative period ??Phila.
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